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ABSTRACT 

“Road safety is not just a matter of infrastructure; it is a reflection of the collective will to protect human life”. 

                                                                                                       -UN Road Safety Report (1968) 

Pedestrian fatality in India is a pressing issue, with the nation facing maximum rate of road traffic deaths globally. 

Despite having an extensive road network, India continues to experience bloodshed caused by a combination of 

human errors, inadequate infrastructure, vehicle-related issues, and lack of effective enforcement of traffic 

regulations. This article explores the impact of the 1968 Road Traffic Convention on pedestrian fatalities in India, 

focusing on urban areas. It compares India's experience with road traffic safety policies to the United States and 

Japan, both of which have significantly reduced pedestrian fatalities. Through a comparative analysis, the article 

evaluates the success of these international agreements in shaping traffic safety laws and reducing pedestrian 

accidents in different national contexts. 

Keywords: Law Enforcement, Public Awareness, Road Safety Policies, Pedestrian Fatalities, Traffic 

Laws, Policy Impact. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In the 1960s, the world witnessed a rapid increase in motor vehicle ownership, leading to significant traffic 

congestion and a surge in road fatalities. With urbanization expanding, pedestrian safety was largely overlooked 

in traffic policies. The rising number of road-related deaths, particularly among pedestrians, drew global attention 

to the urgent need for standardized traffic safety regulations. The lack of consistent road safety laws and the 

uneven enforcement across countries exacerbated the situation, leading to calls for international cooperation to 

address these challenges. 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE 1968 ROAD TRAFFIC CONVENTION 

 In response to these escalating concerns, the 1968 Road Traffic Convention was introduced to harmonize 

international traffic regulations. The Convention aimed to establish uniform traffic laws across member countries, 
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including provisions for improving vehicle safety and road design. It sought to promote road safety practices that 

would reduce fatalities. 

Assessing the Impact of the Convention on Pedestrian Fatalities in India: Despite the introduction of the 1968 

Convention, India has faced challenges in significantly reducing pedestrian fatalities. While the Convention laid 

the groundwork for safety standards, the enforcement of these regulations in India has been inconsistent. Factors 

like poor infrastructure, ignorance of law, lack of education and limited implementation of law has led to the 

persistent high rate of pedestrian accidents in Indian cities. 

Purpose and Key Provisions of the Convention: 

1. The primary purpose of the Convention was to create uniformity in road traffic regulations to improve road 

safety globally. 

2. Standardization of road signs and signals to ensure consistency in traffic rules across countries. 

3. The establishment of minimum vehicle safety requirements, including measures for better vehicle design to 

protect occupants. 

4. Guidelines for driving instruction and driving permit ensures competence and reduce accidents. 

5. A focus on enhancing pathways as they were designed to walk and drive safely. 

6. Provisions for increasing international cooperation in reducing pedestrian fatalities. 

 Vehicle-related Factors: Vehicle-related issues also play a major role in accidents. These include: 

1. Old and Poorly Maintained Vehicles: Many vehicles on Indian roads, especially commercial vehicles, are old 

and poorly maintained, leading to breakdowns or accidents due to technical failures. 

2. Overloading: In commercial vehicles, overloading is a common practice, which compromises vehicle stability 

and increases the likelihood of accidents. 

3. Defective Vehicle Parts1: Vehicles with faulty brakes, tires, or lighting systems are also a cause of accident.  

Environmental and Infrastructure Factors2: Inadequate infrastructure and environmental factors exacerbate the 

situation: 

1. Roads in need of repair: Pits, cracked, damaged, bumpy roads, lack of pavement markings and lack of dividers 

for overtaking are common problems in India. 

2. Congestion: Traffic congestion in urban areas leads to impatient driving, which results in accidents. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:  

Doctrinal Research: It includes Statistical analysis of pedestrian fatality rates from government databases in both 

countries and Comparative analysis of traffic safety measures before and after the convention's implementation. 

Case Study 1: United States – Road Safety Measures and Pedestrian Protection: Following the 1968 Road Traffic 

Convention, the United States took significant steps to improve road safety, particularly for pedestrians. 

Statistical Reduction in Pedestrian Fatalities in Urban Centers like New York and Los Angeles: Over the decades, 

the United States has seen a significant decline in pedestrian fatalities in cities such as New York and Los Angeles. 

                                                           
1 "Technology in Vehicle Safety," Car India, 2020. 

2Jha, S. K., "Indian Traffic Safety: Causes and Solutions," Traffic Safety Journal, 2019. 
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For example, New York City implemented various traffic safety programs, including Vision Zero, which set a goal 

of reducing traffic-related deaths to zero. As a result, New York saw a notable decrease in pedestrian deaths, with 

a 25% reduction in pedestrian fatalities between 2014 and 2019. Similarly, Los Angeles, through improved urban 

planning and stricter enforcement of pedestrian safety laws, reported a reduction in pedestrian fatalities despite 

continued urban growth. 

Factors Contributing to the Success of Pedestrian Safety Programs: 

1. Urban Planning and Infrastructure Improvements: Cities redesigned streets to prioritize pedestrian safety, 

incorporating wider sidewalks, safer crossings, and traffic-calming measures like speed bumps and 

roundabouts. 

2. Public Awareness Campaigns: Continuous education and awareness efforts emphasized the importance of 

pedestrian safety, both for drivers and pedestrians. 

3. Government and Local Policy Enforcement: Stronger enforcement of traffic laws, including fines for unsafe 

driving behaviors like speeding in pedestrian-heavy areas, helped improve compliance. 

4. Technological Innovations: The introduction of pedestrian countdown signals, better street lighting, and 

advanced traffic management systems improved pedestrian safety in urban environments. 

Case Study 2: Japan – Innovative Approaches to Pedestrian Safety:  

Japan's urban planning places significant emphasis on pedestrian safety, particularly in cities like Tokyo. Key 

elements of urban road design that contribute to pedestrian protection include: 

1. Pedestrian-Only Zones: In busy areas like Tokyo’s Shibuya and Shinjuku districts, pedestrian-only zones 

were created to reduce the risk of accidents. These zones separate pedestrians from vehicular traffic, ensuring 

safer walking spaces. 

2. Well-Marked Crosswalks and Traffic Signals: Japan introduced clear, visible pedestrian crossings with traffic 

lights specifically designed for pedestrians. In high-traffic areas, countdown timers were introduced, allowing 

pedestrians to know how much time they had to cross safely. 

3. Traffic Calming Measures: Japan implemented measures like raised pedestrian crossings, speed bumps, and 

narrow lanes in busy urban areas to slow down traffic and reduce the risk of accidents. 

4. Underground and Elevated Crossings: In some densely populated areas, pedestrian overpasses and 

underground crossings were built to keep pedestrians safe from the high volume of road traffic. 

Successful Outcomes of Pedestrian Safety Policies, Especially After the Adoption of the 1968 Convention: After 

adopting the 1968 Road Traffic Convention, Japan saw significant improvements in pedestrian safety, particularly 

in urban centers: 

1. Decline in Pedestrian Fatalities: Over the years, pedestrian fatalities in Japan decreased significantly, 

especially after the introduction of Vision Zero initiatives, which aimed for no traffic fatalities. Japanese 

cities, particularly Tokyo, saw substantial drops in traffic-related deaths due to effective policies and urban 

design. 

2. Increased Public Awareness: Japan’s continuous effort to reduce pedestrian fatality, including safe crossing 

practices, led to a cultural shift in how both drivers and pedestrians interacted on the roads. Traffic safety 

campaigns were heavily promoted in schools, workplaces, and communities. 

3. Integration of Technology: Japan integrated technological solutions into its road safety programs, such as 
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intelligent traffic management systems and pedestrian detection technologies, to further reduce accidents. 

Comparative study: India, compared to the US and Japan, has struggled to effectively implement international 

traffic safety conventions, particularly in terms of pedestrian safety. While pedestrian fatalities in India remain 

alarmingly high, both the US and Japan have seen notable reductions, thanks to robust infrastructure, cultural 

respect for road safety, and effective public education campaigns. India’s challenges include rapid urbanization, 

inadequate pedestrian facilities, and weak enforcement of traffic laws, whereas the US and Japan have benefited 

from better urban planning and consistent policy implementation. Public awareness and education have played a 

crucial role in all three countries, with Japan and the US showing more success in reducing pedestrian deaths due 

to stronger initiatives. India must significantly improve public education, infrastructure, and law enforcement to 

match the progress made by these countries. 

Government Initiatives for Road Safety: The government has taken several measures to reduce pedestrian 

fatalities, but these efforts are often hampered by insufficient implementation and public awareness. 

1.  To reduce road fatalities by encouraging safer driving habits and ensuring better enforcement of traffic laws. 

2. Road Safety Education and Awareness Programs: It focus on the importance of wearing helmets, using seat 

belts, and obeying traffic rules. 

3. Development of Safer Roads: The government has launched initiatives such as the “Safe Roads for All” 

program to improve road infrastructure. This includes creating pedestrian-friendly roads, improving street 

lighting, and ensuring better traffic management. 

With the advancement of technology, both vehicle manufacturers and road safety authorities are using innovations 

to reduce accidents. 

1. Technology like lane-keeping assistance, can significantly reduce human error and prevent accidents. India’s 

car manufacturers are gradually incorporating these technologies into vehicles, and government regulations 

may soon make these features mandatory. 

2. Smart Traffic Management Systems: Smart traffic signals, surveillance cameras, and vehicle tracking systems 

are increasingly being used in urban areas to monitor traffic flow and reduce congestion.  

3. Use of Data for Decision Making: Big data and artificial intelligence (AI) are now being used to predict 

accident-prone areas, understand traffic patterns, and improve road infrastructure planning.  

Improving Road Safety: Recommendations3: While the government has made strides in improving road safety, 

several measures are still needed to address the persistent issues. 

1. Strengthening Law Enforcement: One of the most critical factors is the strict enforcement of road safety laws. 

Police officers must be equipped with adequate training and tools to enforce traffic regulations effectively. 

Fines for violations should also be increased, and enforcement must be consistent across the country. 

2. Better Road Infrastructure4: The government must focus on improving road quality, especially in rural and 

suburban areas. The construction of pedestrian-friendly roads, clear road signs, and better lighting can 

significantly reduce accidents. Additionally, creating more dedicated lanes for heavy vehicles can help reduce 

                                                           
3 World Health Organization (WHO), "Road Safety: Fact Sheet," 2021. 

4 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), "Road Safety Engineering and Technology," 2021. 
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the risks posed by mixed traffic. 

3. Public Awareness Campaigns5: Public awareness is crucial for reducing road accidents including the 

compulsory wearing of seat belts and helmets, should be intensified.  

4. Promoting Safer Vehicles: Vehicle manufacturers should be encouraged to improve the safety features of 

vehicles sold in India. The government could introduce stricter safety standards and regulations for vehicle 

manufacturers, ensuring that all vehicles, especially those used for commercial purposes, meet high safety 

standards. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Road safety is an urgent issue that requires the collective efforts of the government, the private sector, and the 

public. India’s road traffic accident crisis can be mitigated through the implementation of stricter laws, better 

enforcement, improved infrastructure, and the adoption of new technologies. Additionally, better implementation 

of international conventions, tailored to local needs, is crucial for making meaningful progress in reducing 

pedestrian fatalities. By focusing on these policy recommendations, India can create a safer environment for 

pedestrians and achieve long-term improvements in road safety. 
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